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WELCOME
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. Please turn all cell phones and
other electronic devices off or to "silent". Thank you.

St John’s North Vancouver Parish recognizes we are on the unceded Coast Salish territories
within the Musqeam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.

Ministering today at our 10:00 a.m. service:

Celebrant and Preacher: The Reverend Patrick Blaney
Liturgical assistant: Kingsley Agyeman
Crucifer & Server: Hazel Breakey
Musician: Galina Martyniouk, piano and organ
Choir Director: Christie Smith
Readers: Ann Burch, Kevin Benoy
Intercessor: Prayers written by Maria Morellato

Flowers in the Sanctuary: Are donated by Bev Provost in loving memory
of Doug Provost.

Prelude & Announcements
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Honouring the Four Directions
A prayer resource based on the colours of the medicine wheel.

Come Great Spirit, as we gather in your name. We face East:
To your symbol colour Red, the hue of revelation;
To your animal symbol the Eagle, strong and nurturing;
To your lessons calling us to the balance of your Spirit in Harmony
with brothers and sisters;
To invoke your wisdom and grace, the goodness of the ages,
We pray: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.

We turn to face South:
To your symbol colour Gold for the morning star.
To your symbol Brother Sun that enlightens our intellect and
brings light on our path to live responsibly;
To your lessons calling us to balance of Mind in the Spirit of
humility;
To invoke your spirit of illumination and far sighted vision;
Help us to love you and one another with our whole heart,
our whole mind, and our whole soul,
We pray: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.

We turn to face West:
To your symbol colour Black, still and quiet.
To your animal symbol the Thunderbird;
To your symbol the Thunder mighty and purposeful;
To your lessons calling us to balance our emotions in the spirit of
Gentleness and Honesty;
To invoke your spirit of introspection, seeing within;
Give us your strength and the courage to endure,
We pray: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.
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We turn to face North:
To your symbol colour white of clarity and brightness.
To your animal symbol the swan which brings us in touch with
Mother Earth and growing things;
To your lessons calling us to balance of our Body in the spirit of a
good sense of humor;
To invoke your spirit of innocence, trust and love;
Help us to open our eyes to the sacredness of every living thing,
We pray: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.

We turn to complete the circle and to look:
To God, our Creator who cleanses our Mother Earth with snow,
wind and rain;
To Jesus Christ, the Peacemaker who fills us with the wideness of
mercy and Lovingly embraces all, and the Holy Spirit who inspires
us to action:
COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.
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The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; and
kindle in us the fire of your love.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires are known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily,
magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Celebrant Grant, O merciful God,
All that your Church,

being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one,
may show forth your power among all peoples,
to the glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading:read by Ann Burch
A reading from the book of Esther

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the
second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther,
‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what
is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’
Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won your favour, O king, and if
it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the
lives of my people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had
been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my
peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.’ Then
King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who
has presumed to do this?’ Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked
Haman!’ Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. Then
Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the
very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved
the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And the king said,
‘Hang him on that.’ So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who
were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining
them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and
also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on
which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that
had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning
into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and
gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to
the poor.

Esther 7:1-6,9-10,
9:20-22

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.
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If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

if the Lord had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;

then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

Blessed be the Lord *
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

Our help is in the name of the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.

Amen.

Psalm 124
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The Second Reading: read by Kevin Benoy
A reading from the letter of James

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for
the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them
with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick,
and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did
not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain
and the earth yielded its harvest.
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and
will cover a multitude of sins.

James 5:13-20
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.



10Gradual Hymn All stand as you are able for the Gospel. Before the reading of
the Gospel, the first half of the Gradual Hymn is sung.
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The Gospel — Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Liturgical Assistant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Liturgical Assistant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But
Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my
name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not
against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water
to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the
reward.

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell., And if your eye
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.’

Mark 9:38-50
Liturgical Assistant The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the second half of the Gradual Hymn will be sung.
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Sermon The Reverend Patrick Blaney

Time for Reflection

Creed

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of the Church, as we say,
All I believe in God,

Creator of the universe,
dwelling within time and space and eternity.
I believe in Jesus Christ
who came to live among us
and let us see what God is like.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
sent from God through Jesus
to be our guide and comforter.
Therefore, I believe in love, in hope,
compassion, joy, and faith,
and forgiveness, and eternal life.

Frances Somerville
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Prayers of the People

Prayers of the People

The Church: Archbishop Lynne McNaughton our Metropolitan, Bishop John
Stephens, Linda Nicholls our Primate, Mark MacDonald the Indigenous Archbishop of
Canada and Patrick our Priest. Bishop Brent Alawas, and the Clergy and People of the
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines. Our companion parish, St John the
Evangelist Mission and Outstations, Pasnadan The Reverend Tristan Bati-el. St.
Michael, Surrey - The Venerable Luisito Engnan and St. Michael, Vancouver - The
Reverend Wilmer Toyoken.

The Local Community: City & District of North Vancouver, Queen Mary
Community School.

The World: God, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.
Praise be to you!
God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love
for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
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that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good, advance the weak,
and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.
O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom
of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you!
Amen.

Those in Need: For those who are sick, hospitalized and in need of our prayers.
This week, our prayers are requested especially for these members and friends of our
St. John’s faith community: Kelly, Dorothy D., Jaye E., Elle D., Allison M. Also for Andy
and Raili M., Meherunissa, Doreen S., Karen C., Frances B., Flo L., C.L.J.T., Sandro Y.,
Lesley G., Ron and Rosemary P., Pat K,. Lynne S., Peri, Maria, Joan C., Liam, Yvonne
M., Joel, Leone J., Omid M, Everett, Avis R., Ann D. Jean W., Laurence W., Jill P and
family, Elizabeth B. Charlie S., Kathryn A., Kevin B. and family, Maria V. and family.

The Dearly Departed: Lora Atkinson, Rick Summers. Those we no longer see, but
they live forever in our hearts.

In Thanksgiving: In our cycle of prayer, we pray for these members of our faith
community: Bev Provost, Mona Rezk, Avis Robinson, Jean Sampy, Allison Sapiecha,
John and Lynne Shozawa, Christie Smith, John and Eileen Spender.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
God welcomes us
and invites us to this table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.
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Celebrant Most merciful God,
All we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Sharing of The Peace
We stand as we are able, remain in place and greet our neighbours in the
name of the Lord with a nod or a bow.

Celebrant May the peace of Christ always be with you.
All And also with you.
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The Prayer Over the Gifts
Celebrant Eternal God,
All in Jesus Christ we behold your glory.

Receive the offering of your people gathered
before you, and open our hearts and mouths
to praise your great salvation,
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving/Eucharistic Prayer 4 (DoNW)
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe,
you are worthy of glory and praise.

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist.Your
thoughtful and generous gifts enable our worship and ministry to our world. Please place
your offerings in the collection plate at the back of the church. We thank you very much.

Doxology

All Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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Celebrant At your command all things came to be:
the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,
and this fragile earth, our island home;
by your will they were created and have their being.

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant From the primal elements
you brought forth the human race,
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill;
you made us the stewards of creation.

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant But we turn against you, and betray your trust;
and we turn against one another.
Again and again you call us to return.
Through the prophets and sages
you reveal your righteous law.
In the fullness of time you sent your Son,
born of a woman, to be our Saviour.
He was wounded for our transgressions,
and bruised for our iniquities.
By his death he opened to us
the way of freedom and peace.

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant Therefore we praise you,
joining with the heavenly chorus,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope,
to proclaim with them your glory,
in their unending hymn:
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord our God,
for sending us Jesus, the Christ,
who on the night he was handed over
to suffering and death,
took bread, said the blessing,
broke the bread, gave it to his friends,
and said, “Take this, and eat it:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup of wine;
he gave you thanks,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant Gracious God,
we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ,
we proclaim his resurrection and ascension,
and we look with expectation for his coming
as Lord of all the nations.
We who have been redeemed by him,
and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring you these gifts.
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Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon this offering of your Church,
that we who eat and drink at this holy table
may share the divine life of Christ our Lord.

All Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth
and make it your new creation.
Gather your Church together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
where peace and justice are revealed,
that we, with all your people,
of every language, race, and nation,
may share the banquet you have promised;
through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
all honour and glory are yours,
creator of all.

All Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us to pray, let us sing,

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ
All We, being many, are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion
Celebrant The Gifts of God, for the people of God.
All Thanks be to God.
All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion at this table.

(Covid Precaution – Communion is offered in bread only. Please maintain 2 meters
between as you come forward. Please come forward to the right or left of the Altar and
come up to the Altar alternating right and left. Please go back to your pew in the centre
isle and then consume your wafer at your seat. Thank you).

Communion Hymns
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Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Father in heaven,
All strengthen the unity of your Church,

so that we who have been fed with holy things
may fulfil your will in the world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
All Whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
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Dismissal
Liturgical Assistant Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of

the Spirit.
Our worship is now over, and our service begins.

All Thanks be to God.


