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Waiting expectantly

Holy Week: Easter Eve
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Reading

Luke 23.50-56

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a
member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He
came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting
expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth,
and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was
the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who
had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and
how his body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

Reflection

‘Waiting expectantly’ — that’s all we can really do on Easter Eve, isn't it?
Wait and hope that what Jesus said might happen, would. Hope that
who he said he is, he proves to be. Hope that we’ve put our faith in the
right thing, trusted in the right saviour.

Holy Saturday — both literally and figuratively — is an incredibly
vulnerable place to be. It’s the in-between, the middle ground, the
agonising wait. A tipping point between hope and despair.

We find ourselves utterly dependent on God, helpless to bring
transformation ourselves. Believing that Jesus was going to save the world
when he was lying in a tomb must have seemed almost ludicrous.

But we know what comes next...

Challenge

We have the benefit of knowing what the day after that first Easter Eve
held. We don't have that luxury when it comes to our current
circumstances, the places in our own lives where faith feels almost
absurd. Why not talk to God about those things now?
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The adults' reflections have been written by Cathrine Fungai-Ngangira and Belle Tindall (both among the
authors of Wild Bright Hope: The Big Church Read Lent Book 2025 (SPCK)) and Victoria Mason.

Quotations from the Psalms are taken from the Common Worship Psalter which is © 2000, 2005 The
Archbishops” Council. Other Bible readings are taken from The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized
Edition), copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches

of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved.
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Find services and
events taking place
this Lent and Easter

where you are.

This Lent and Easter,
join us for a service
from a different
church each week,
bringing worship and
prayer to wherever
you are.

This Lent and Easter,
explore our app with
daily reflections to EverydayFaith.
inspire, equip, and
encourage you in
your everyday faith.

Find us on social media

Facebook ( LinkedIn )

Visit our websites

YouTube
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